Code: WTO/1/1

Committee: World Trade Organization

Subject: The relationship between WTO rules and multilateral environmental trade agreements and the role of regional trade agreements in the international trading system. 
                   The World Trade Organization,
                   Recalling the 2000 Millennium Project goal seven, target 9 aiming to ensure environmental sustainability by integrating principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs…,
Reiterating the 1997 Kyoto Climate Change Protocol that targets the reduction of greenhouse emissions by the major industrialized countries as a measurement to stop environmental degradation,
Reafirming the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development principle twelve, on cooperation to promote trade policy measures for environmental purposes without engaging in a any arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or restriction on international trade,
Recalling the 2007 Bali Action Plan that seeks to reach a secure climate future with the support of developing countries, the 1992 Earth Summit and Framework Convention on Climate Change,

Recalling the Report A/C.2/63/L.18 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme on its tenth special session on sustainable development,
Referring to the resolution A/RES/60/189 reaffirming the role of the environment Programme to promote sustainable development keeping the integrity of the environment,
Affirming the 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration supportive paragraph 31 of the 2001 Doha Declaration aimed at enhancing the mutual supportiveness of trade and environment and welcome the significant work undertaken in the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) in Special Session,
Emphasizing the Doha Declaration on trade and environment paragraph 31 which opens trade for environmental goods and services with no quota/no tariff trade for goods and services that contribute to combating climate change,
Reiterating the role of the Capacity-building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development (CBTF) that conducts activities to promote the production and export of organic agricultural products in several developing regions.

1. Stresses the key role of trade in the promoting of environmental policies in the area           of good and services production and transportation;


 2. Calls upon the members of the international trading system to further commit to trading policies that supports environmental friendly products under a sustainable economy;

3. Stresses to the current and future members of the WTO the importance of promoting trade policies that restricts the trade of environmental harmful goods and services;
 4. Request the cooperation between members of the international community to assist and facilitate the accession of the thirty less developed countries into a trading system that encourages sustainable development and environmental friendly goods and services;
5. Supports the application of a global trade policy following the example of the EU's Generalized System of Preferences as a way to promote Multilateral Environmental Trade Agreements that comply with the WTO rules;
6. Encourages the promotion of the UNCTAD's Bio-Trade initiative as a useful tool to help develop the niche market for biodiversity products and services in the international trading system;
 7. Stresses the benefits of further developing the Capacity-building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development (CBTF) that conducts activities to promote the production and export of organic agricultural products in several developing regions (UNCTAD/DITC/2007/); 

 8. Urges the international trade community to take into consideration the environment when furthering the trade liberalization;
9. Recommends the cooperation between the WTO Environment Commission, the UNEP and the UNCTAD to propose efficient trade policies and rules that are beneficial for the trading partners, specially the developing countries and the environment;
10. Urges for the clarification of the status of Multilateral Environmental Trade Agreements (METAs) in the international trading system to ensure the compliance of both WTO rules and the environmental protection;
11. Encourages Multilateral Environmental Trade Agreements between the member         countries of the international trading system to promote the trade liberalization of environmental friendly goods and restrict the trade of  environmental hazardous goods and services.
